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In the Claims ; 

1. (currently amended) An aluminum alloy co ntainin g 
congjatinq of at least 0.0001 mass % and not more than 0.01 
mass % of copper, at least 0.0005 mass % and not more than 
0.1 mass % of silicon, at least 1.0 mass % and not more 
than 3.0 mass % of manganese^ tami at least 0.7 mass % and 
not more than 1.2 mass % of iron, at least 0.0 mass % and 
not more than 0.5 mass % of each of at least one additional 

element — selected from a group consisting of chromium. 

titanium and zirconium. and a remainder co ntaining 
consis ting of aluminum and unavoidable impuritiesj_ — arw* 
exc ludin g — riitc — e x ce pt — fw — an — unav o idabl e — am o unt — of — g in e 
that may b e in c lud e d in said unav o idabl e impuriti e s . 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The aluminum alloy according to 
claim 1, fuL - th e r conLuiniu y wherein a content of each of 
aaid at least one additional element s e l ec t e d fr o m a g r o u p 
co nsisting o f is at least 0.01 mass %j. and n e t m e r e than 
O.D mass % of ehromiunt7 — at l e ast 0.01 ma s s % and n o t m o r e 



(previously presented) An aluminum alloy foil consisting of 
the aluminum alloy according to claim 1, and having a 
thickness, elongation and yield strength so selected that 



42 9 6/WFF:ar 



PAGE 3f9 * RCVD AT 12O/2003 S:59:3« PM (Eastern StandanI Time] • SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/2 ' DMS:872930e ' CSID:207 852 4681 • DURATION (mm-ss):02-52 



12/08/2003 18:02 207-8&2-4681 



FASBE PATENT ATTYS 



PAGE 04/09 



the relation between the yield strength YS (N/nmi*) and the 
thickness X (^m) satisfies an inequality 
YS > 28.7 ln(X) - 30 and the relation between the 
elongation El (%) and the thickness X {jjm) satisfies an 
inequality El > 0.15X 3.5. 

(withdrawn) A method of preparing the aluminum alloy foil 
according to claim 4, comprising steps of: 

heating up an ingot of said aluminum alloy to a 
temperature of at least 350 °c and not more than 580 °C; 

hot-rolling said ingot of said aluminum alloy at a 
starting temperature of at least SSCC and not more than 
530 °C after the heating up thereby obtaining a plate 
material ; 

cold-rolling said plate material after the hot 
rolling; and 

softening said plate material after the cold rolling. 

(withdrawn) The method of preparing the aluminum alloy foil 
according to claim 5, further comprising 

a step of retaining said ingot of said alviminum alloy 
at a temperature of at least SSCC and not more than 580 °C 
for not more than 15 hours after said step of heating up 
said ingot, and 

carrying out said step of hot-rolling said ingot for 
obtaining said plate material after said holding step. 
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(withdrawn) The method of preparing the aluminum alloy foil 
according to claim 5, comprising carrying out said step of 
hot-rolling said ingot for obtaining said plate material 
immediately after said step of heating up said ingot. 

(withdrawn) The method of preparing the aluminum alloy foil 
according to claim 5, wherein said step of softening said 
plate material includes an operation of retaining said 
plate material at a temperature of at least 270°C and not 
more than 380 <=C for at least one hour and not more than 2 0 



(currently amended) An aluminum alloy foil consisting of an 
aluminum alloy containin g consisting of at least 0.0001 
mass % and not more than 0.01 mass % of copper, at least 
0.0005 mass % and not more than 0.1 mass % of silicon, at 
least 1.0 mass % and not more than 3.0 mass % of manganesej^ 
at least 0.7 mass % and not more than 1.2 mass % of 
iron, at least 0.0 mass % and not more than 0.5 mass % of 
each of at least one addition al element selected from a 
crroup consisting of chromium, titanium and zirconium, and 
a remainder eo nfcainiiig consisting of aluminum and 
unavoidable impurities, end — e x c luding — z in c — e x ce pt — for — etn 
unavoidable — am o unt of — sirtts — that may b e — in c lud e d — in aaid 
unav o idabl t L impuriti e s, and having a thickness, elongation 
and yield strength so selected that the relation between 
the yield strength YS (N/mm^) and the thickness X (tna) 
satisfies an inequality YS > 28.7 ln(X) - 30 and the 
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10. 



relation between the elongation El (%) and the thickness 
X (pm) satisfies an inequality El > 0.15X + 3.5. 

(original) A container consisting of the aluminum alloy 
foil according to claim 9 and having a thickness of at 
least 5 0 jLim and not more than 200 fjm. 



to 



11. (previously presented) The aluniinuin alloy according 
claim 1, containing more than 1.0 mass % of said manganese. 

12. (previously presented) An article of manufacture, 

said article of manufacture consisting of the aluminum 
alloy according to claim 1, and 

said article of manufacture being an article selected 
from the group consisting of a container, a food wrapping 
foil material, a domestic article, and a decorative 
article. 



1 13. (previously presented) An aluminum alloy consisting of: 

2 0.0001 to 0.01 mass % of copper; 

3 0.0005 to 0.1 mass % of silicon; 
* 1.0 to 3.0 mass % of manganese; 

5 0.7 to 1.2 mass % of iron; 

6 0.0 to 0.5 mass % of each of at least one additional 

7 element selected from a group consisting of chromium, 
e titanium and zirconium; and 

9 a remainder consisting of aluminum and unavoidable 

'0 trace amounts of unavoidable impurities . 
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(previously presented) The aluminum alloy according to 
claim 13, including at least 0.01 mass % of each of at 
least one said additional element selected from said group. 

(previously presented) The aluminum alloy according to 
claim 13, including not more than an unavoidable trace 
amount of each said additional element selected from said 
group . 

(previously presented) An aluminum alloy foil consisting of 
the aluminum alloy according to claim 13, and having a 
thickness, elongation and yield strength so selected that 
the relation between the yield strength YS <N/mm'') and the 
thickness X (um) satisfies an inequality 

YS > 28.7 in(X) - 30 and the relation between the 
elongation El (%) and the thickness X (yim) satisfies an 
inequality El > 0.15X +3.5. 

(previously presented) The aluminum alloy according to 
claim 13, containing more than 1.0 mass % of said 
manganese . 



[RESPONSE CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE] 
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